Cumbria Safety Cameras Press Release: 

Almost Half Of All Fatal Accidents Involve 16-25 Year Olds

New Report Reveals Unacceptable Levels Of Young Deaths

Cumbria’s problems with young drivers dying or being seriously injured while driving on the county’s roads have been highlighted by figures released by Cumbria Safety Cameras.

Between August 1 2004 and July 31 this year, at least one driver between the ages of 16 and 25 were involved in 22 fatal collisions (48% of all recorded fatal collisions) and 101 serious injury accidents (33 per cent of all serious injury collisions). 

Allerdale District suffered the worst accident record with eight fatalities and 21 serious injury collisions during this period. Carlisle had seven fatal and 20 serious injury collisions; South Lakeland had 4 fatal and 22 serious injury collisions; Copeland had two fatal and 15 serious injury accidents; Eden had one fatal and 17 serious injury accidents; Barrow had no fatal but six serious injury collisions.

Breaking down the figures even further, 16-20 year old drivers were involved in 11 fatal, 56 serious and 338 slight injury collisions. Older drivers between the ages of 21-25 were implicated in 11 fatal, 45 serious and 253 slight injury collisions.

“To call this state of affairs a bloodbath may seem to be overly dramatic, but the figures speak for themselves,” said CSC communications Manager Kevin Tea.  “We are witnesses a totally unacceptable level of fatalities and serious injury accidents among young drivers and passengers. 

“There is only so much that the police and ourselves can achieve and we must start to look at how other influences can be brought into play to reduce this carnage, “he continued. ”Passengers have the right to request the driver to drive in an appropriate manner. Parents, too, must accept more responsibility to ensure their children drive in a socially acceptable way.  It has to be better to have a showdown than to have to organise and attend the funeral of their kids and their friends.”

End

Editor’s note: Attached is the complete report compiled by Dickie Watt, Cumbria Constabulary’s Traffic Management Officer.

Contact: Kevin Tea 01768 217791 or Dickie Watt 01768 217349

