 [image: image2.emf]Collisions Involving Commercial Vehicles

0

50

100

150

Vehicle Type

Collisions

2002

2003

2002

6 1 22 14 79 103 76 132

2003

9 6 15 11 53 96 77 140

HGV  

Fatal

LGV Fatal

HGV 

Serious

LGV 

Serious

HGV 

Slight

LGV Slight

HGV 

Damage 

Only

LGV 

Damage 

Only


Press Release: Tuesday February 10

CSC Launches Campaign For COMMERCIAL Drivers
HGV and LGV Speeding Must Be Curbed As Accidents Rise

Cumbria Safety Cameras is launching an educational initiative to highlight the problems of excessive speeding by drivers of HGVs and LGVs in the county.

The "Speeding - It's Bad For Business" campaign has been created after information retrieved from Traffic Data Units (TDUs) used to monitor roads in Cumbria demonstrated that commercial drivers were consistently breaking speed limits by significant margins.

Also, statistics show that LGVs and HGVs are becoming increasingly involved in more serious and fatal accidents compared to last year. HGVs were implicated in nine fatal accidents between January and August compared with six for the whole of 2002; LGVs were involved in six fatal accidents up to August compared with just one for the previous year.

"While we appreciate the commercial pressures haulage companies are under, employers have  a responsibility to their drivers to ensure they can achieve their daily workload within a schedule that does not require them to exceed speed limits, " said CSC PR Manager Kevin Tea. " We have heard of one north Cumbria company that provides a bonus for drivers whose tachometer cards show no speeding infringements, so operating profitably and within the law is possible " he added.

He continued by saying that kits comprising an educational leaflet, tax disk holder and speed limit guide would be sent to haulage companies within the county and these could be ordered by other interested parties by telephoning 01768 217477.

"We have created a self-adhesive speed limit guide that had be stuck on to dashboards because we believe that most drivers of LGVs are unaware that their speed limits differ from that of cars, " Tea continued." The appallingly high speeds recorded at some TDU sites shows we are faced not with a White Van Man mentality but  Fright Van Man, and the rise in LGV collisions is a worrying trend that we must reverse."

End

Note to editors: Included in this release are examples of speeds recorded by TDUs on roads within the county, plus statistics of accidents involving HGVs and LGVs up to the end of September 2003.

Examples include:

Kingstown Road, Carlisle (30mph limit) highest recorded HGV speed 51mph
Scotland Road, Carlisle (30mph limit) highest recorded HGV speed 45mph

A66 Troutbeck (60mph limit) highest recorded LGV speed 87mph

A6 Shap (60mph limit) highest recorded LGV speed 100mph

Scotland Road, Penrith (30mph limit) highest recorded HGV speed 44mph

A590, Levens (70mph limit) highest recorded LGV speed 106

A590, Millside, (40mph limit for HGVs) highest recorded HGV speed 65mph 

A591 Ings, (40mph limit) highest recorded HGV speed 58mph, LGV 74mph

Abbey Road, Barrow (30mpg limit) highest recorded HGV speed 46mph, 47mph LGVs
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January to August 2003, source Cumbria Constabulary TMO
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Interview with CFM

Judy Ingham wants to run  interview
