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Public Support For Safety Cameras Continues


Eighteen months since the start of the Cumbria Safety Cameras initiative public support remains high.   Just over eighty per cent of county residents agree that the use of safety cameras should be supported as a means of reducing casualties compared to almost eight per cent who opposed their use.

These figures are revealed in a survey carried out by Cumbria Constabulary’s Management Information Services department based on a totally random sample of respondents throughout Cumbria.

Other results show that over 70 per cent agree that fewer accidents are likely to happen where cameras are installed; 71.7 per cent believe that the primary aim of cameras is to save lives; and 73.1 per cent believe that cameras are meant to encourage drivers to keep to the limits, not to punish them.

Communications manager for Cumbria Safety Cameras, Kevin Tea, added: ”There was one question where just over half of those individuals quizzed believed that safety cameras were an easy way of making money from motorists.

“Strictly speaking I suppose this is true. Drivers speed and we have the technology to easily catch them and impose financial penalties. What we would say to drivers is make it harder for us to catch them by staying within the limits imposed by the law and road and weather conditions.”

More than 50 per cent of respondents also felt that there were not enough cameras in their local area. 

End

Note to editors. Questions are laid down by the Dept for Transport for all safety camera partnerships to ensure compatibility throughout the UK.

Attached are the results of the survey in bar chart form.
