Cumbria Safety Cameras Press Release

New Campaign Profiles Professional Drivers
HGVs Involved In 35 Fatalities over Three years 
Professional drivers and their employers are being reminded of their responsibilities for safe driving in a new campaign being launched by Cumbria Safety Cameras.

The Speeding It’s Bad For Business initiative is reminding all motorists from those who use company cars through to multi-drop van drivers and HGV drivers of the need to keep to speed limits in an effort to drive down fatal and serious injury accidents in the county.

Kevin Tea, Communications Manager for Cumbria Safety Cameras said:” Both sides have a responsibility to ensure drivers can carry out their business without having to resort to exceeding the speed limits. We know time is money, but the human cost of accidents and the expense of repairing damaged vehicles is too high if employees are involved in a crash.”

A leaflet explaining the responsibilities of employers to their work force is being distributed to companies in a mailshot and via a county business magazine. Incorporated into this are the hidden costs to vehicles via wear and tear and the benefits of cutting speeding such as cheaper insurance premiums, lower fuel bills and a drop in stress among employees with less sick leave taken.

The leaflet also has a tear off section for employees with top tips to help them keep their speed in check. Additional copies of this section are available on request if employers wish to distribute them to their workforce.

Tea continued: “While we appreciate that not all HGV drivers exceed the speed limit, this sector is causing some concern. Speed monitoring of the A686 between Penrith and Langwathby showed that more than half of HGVs were driven over 50mph when their limit is 40mph.  On the A69 at Low Row in North Cumbria where there have been a number of fatal accidents over the past 12 months, the fastest HGV was recorded at 64mph.

“Over the last 3 years HGVs have been involved in 35 fatal, 132 serious and 812 slight injury accidents in Cumbria, and while we are not having a witch hunt against these drivers, we need to address the concerns these figures raise,” he added.
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