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Press Release
CSC Reports Decline In Killed and Serious Injuries
Date: Monday, June 7, 2004
Cumbria's Safety Cameras initiative is reporting a significant decline in killed and serious injury casualties (KSIs) since the project was launched last April.

More importantly, when compared to the previous 10 years, fatal and serious injury accidents are maintaining a consistent all time low and not following the random patterns of the previous decade.

Between January and the end of April 2003 there were 19 fatalities and 122 serious injuries recorded in Cumbria. In the first four months of this year there have been 14 fatalities and, most significantly, just 65 serious injury casualties, an almost 50 per cent reduction.

Kevin Tea, spokesman for Cumbria safety Cameras, said:" From October last year we have seen a demonstrable decline in the number of killed and serious injury accidents in the county. What is more important is that statistics have shown a maintained consistency at a low level that has never been seen before.

"If you look at the KSI figures for the last 10 years there has been what would appear to be complete randomness and a trend is almost impossible to map. Over the past six months accidents have remained at or below the minimum of all monthly recorded accidents for the last decade," continued Tea.

Tea went on to say that although throughout 2003 there was a slight but disappointing rise in fatalities, 54 compared to 49 in 2002, this shouldn't detract from the significant reduction in those incurring serious injuries. The latter includes brain damage, loss of sight, amputations, ruptured kidneys, spleens, livers and lungs, spinal and nerve damage and broken limbs. Many people never make a full recovery with a reduced quality of life and the worst cases are reliant on long term care which impacts on their families, he warned.

"While we cannot, at this stage, claim that this drop is purely down to the safety camera initiative, we do know that KSIs across the 47 hotspots we have been monitoring since last April have been reduced by around 40 per cent, " added Tea. "After just 12 months we are encouraged that the educational message is getting through to responsible drivers and we and our partners will not be complacent and will be working hard to ensure that this trend continues."

Cumbria Safety Cameras is the operational arm of the Cumbria Casualty Reduction Partnership which comprises Cumbria County Council, Cumbria Constabulary, The Highways Agency and Cumbria Magistrates Services.

End

Contact Kevin Tea 01768 217791
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A first quarter comparison for the past three years. Note that for this period in 2003 Cumbria safety Cameras were not operational. Note the rise in April which coincides with the start of the motorcycle season. 
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This chart shows the decline in KSIs since last August and how the low trend is continuing for 2004.
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Ten years worth of fatalities show there is no trend and stats are totally random. Since CSC started operating last April there is not only a marked decline in KSIs but since October accidents are staying down. 


	


Killed and seriously injured collisions showing a nine year maximum and minimum with 2003 in red and 2004 in green

2004





2003





2004





2003








