MOTOR CYCLE SAFETY NEWS FROM ROADSAFE

Commenting on the recently announced road casualty figures, David Jamieson said:

''The figures show that we are making continued progress in reducing child and pedestrian casualties - down 8% and 6%. 

''The rise in motorcyclist deaths is a challenge we must face up to, as 
fatalities rose by 14%. We have been working with motorcycling groups on a motorcycling safety strategy and we are running a campaign later this month aimed at reinforcing our safety message to motorcyclists. 

''The figures also show that deaths have gone up particularly on minor and non-built up roads. We need to look carefully at what is causing these accidents, and particularly at why the results are so severe, so that we can work more effectively to address the root causes.'' 

Motorcyclist safety is important to government. The Advisory Group on Motorcycling was set up in 1999 to advise government on the development of its motorcycling policy. Membership includes the motorcycle industry, retailers, trainers, motorcyclist user groups, the police, local government, the AA and the RAC. The Group is in the final stages of completing its report. Safety is important to the future of motorcycling and the Group will be making a number of recommendations on the way forward. It will be published in the next few weeks.

Ministers will want to reflect on these recommendations. But government and others have been taking action in advance of the strategy. For example, the DfT has produced a video to encourage safer riding by sports bike riders and we are engaging directly with motorcyclists through sponsoring the British Superbike championships; the motorcycle industry is developing a better package of safety material for riders; the police have standardised and relaunched the Bikesafe riding assessment; more and more initiatives are being taken forward by local authorities to address their motorcycling casualties. 

http://www.bikesafe.co.uk

BSM WARNS POOR BIKE TRAINING ADDING TO DEATHS

BSM has warned that The Driving Standards Agency lacks the resources to properly police the quality of motorcycle training instructors – and the shortage of expertise could contribute to rocketing motorcyclist death rates.

BSM claims that The Driving Standards Agency (DSA) has diverted trained personnel from assessing bike instructors, because demand for ordinary driving tests has created such long waiting lists. They are now reliant on a ‘good will’ system of overtime for the supervision of bike training schools. At the same time accident statistics show a substantial rise in the number of bikers killed or injured on Britain’s roads.

“There are simply not enough DSA representatives to properly assess and supervise new bike instructors,” said Mike Loydall, Head of BSM Rider Training. “If bike instructors aren’t trained properly, it’s unlikely that the pupils they take through training courses will end up with the skills needed to handle a bike on today’s roads.”

“The standard of training received by those learning to ride a bike is way below par. The DSA lacks the resource to police the current system let alone any future schemes such as post licence tuition. We believe that standards in bike instructor training have been diluted since ‘Direct Access Scheme’ courses were introduced in February 1998. These courses are not policed by the DSA. 3.6 million people hold bike licenses in this country, but how many of those have been inadequately trained due to the current system?” continued Loydall.

BSM Rider Training is calling on the Department for Transport to make additional resources available to the DSA to help stem this tide and have enough properly trained staff to assess the standards both of rider trainers and of the Direct Access courses that they provide.

BSM Rider Training is attempting to safeguard standards within the industry by establishing a self-regulating network of the best motorcycle training centres in the country. BSM inspects all its partners so that customers can be absolutely confident that bikes, instructors, equipment and facilities are of the highest order. All partners are regularly monitored to ensure their standards are the highest available, and that customers can be sure of fair prices.


http://www.rac.co.uk
http://www.racbusiness.co.uk
http://www.bsm.co.uk

RoSPA ACTION PLAN TO CUT MOTORCYCLE RISING ROAD DEATH TOLL

The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents today issued a six-point action plan to cut casualties on Britain's roads after Government figures showed the highest number of road deaths for six years.

Deaths rose from 3,431 in 2002 to 3,508 last year - up two per cent. The biggest problems were with deaths among motorcyclists - up 14 per cent - and car users - up one per cent.

Kevin Clinton, RoSPA Head of Road Safety said: ''The figures are very disappointing and of considerable concern. It is the first time deaths have risen above 3,500 since 1997. The good news is that child and pedestrian casualties are down, but there is clearly a serious problem with motorcyclists. And it is worrying that deaths in cars have gone up, despite improvements in design.''

RoSPA wants:

1. Measures to ensure motorcyclists get enough training and that they build up experience on smaller machines before progressing to the bigger bikes, often favoured by people in their 30s and 40s.

2. The drink drive limit to be lowered to 50mg - a move that could save 50 lives and 250 serious injuries a year - and random breath testing.

3. Motorists to be encouraged to take regular refresher training, which would improve driving standards.

4. Employers and the Health and Safety Executive to do more to manage the risks faced and created by employees on the road - between 800 and 1,000 road deaths a year are work-related.

5. A switch in the system of changing clocks in spring and autumn to give lighter evenings all year round and potentially save 450 lives and serious injuries each year.

6. Higher profile police presence to act as a deterrent to bad drivers because the number of traffic police has reduced in recent years. 


RoSPA's national road safety congress 28 February – 2 March next year will focus on ''driving deaths down''. 

http://www.rospa.com/CMS/index.asp
