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Safety Cameras Slash Speed at M6 Roadworks
Tiny Percentage Of Drivers Caught Speeding

Static safety cameras operating at two roadwork sites on the M6 proved a highly effective deterrent to speeding motorists, analysis by Cumbria Safety Cameras has revealed.

Average speed over distance SPECS cameras  near to Junction 36, which operated over 26 days between October and November, caught 282 offenders out of an estimated traffic volume of 1,040,000 cars between those two dates –0.03 per cent of the total traffic exceeding the speed threshold. The highest speed recorded in this 40mph limit was 80mph.

Digital RedSpeed cameras operating between November 05 and March 06 caught 2761 offenders from a total traffic volume of 4,640,000 over 116 days - 0.06 per cent of the total traffic exceeding the speed threshold. The highest speed recorded in this 50mph limit was 96mph.

Kevin Tea, Communications Manager for Cumbria Safety Cameras commented:” The cameras were installed at the request of the Highways Agency following the deaths of four workers at roadworks in the first half of 2005.  

“Looking at the traffic figures and the proportionately small number of cars caught speeding, we know that we were successful in encouraging drivers to slow down  in the roadworks and didn’t record one injury accident in the time the cameras were operating.”

He added that while roadworks on motorways were frustrating to drivers, the majority were aware of the safety aspects and complied with the temporary limits and all partners concerned would like to thank motorists for their consideration.

Temporary lower speed limits are placed on motorways as roadworks because contra flows and chicanes are changed on a regular basis and slower speeds than the normal 70mph are safer for both drivers and road workers.

End

For further information Contact: 

Kevin Tea 01768 217791

Steve Callaghan 01768 217630

