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P R E S S    R E L E A S E 
Issue date  May 21
Motorists Ignoring Compulsory Speed Limits At M6 Road Works
Average Speeds Recorded At More Than Double Legal Level

Motorists driving along the M6 between Junctions 43 and 44 are risking significant fines by ignoring mandatory speed limits of 40mph while road works are in operation. 

Vans from the Cumbria Safety Cameras project monitoring the stretch earlier this week recorded dozens of drivers travelling at an average of 84mph, twice the legal limit for the section while the road works are being carried out.

Steve Callaghan, Cumbria Safety Cameras manager commented: "Motorists are either confusing the 40mph speed limits for advisory limits or ignoring them completely. Either way, travelling at those speeds they are outside of the fixed penalty tolerances and will be issued with a summons to appear before magistrates. Because the offences were committed on a motorway, courts can impose significantly higher fines up to £2500."

He added: "Lane width restrictions and contra flows within road works can be a significant factor in causing accidents. Earlier this year a delivery driver died when his lorry was involved in an accident as workmen cleared away road work equipment on the A74, a crash that virtually gridlocked Carlisle and surrounding road systems."
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