Cumbria Safety Cameras Press Release


New Survey Reveals Majority Support Safety Cameras
More People Aware Of The Dangers Of Speeding

Seven out of 10 residents surveyed on the use of safety cameras in Cumbria believe that they are meant to encourage drivers to keep to the limits and not punish them. The same number also disagreed that there were too many safety cameras in the county. 

These were just two of the findings in a survey of Cumbria residents carried out on behalf of Cumbria Safety Cameras by CN Research during June 2005. 


Other results included:

· More than three quarters of respondents agree that the use of safety camera should be supported as a method of reducing casualties.

· Two thirds of respondents agree that fewer accidents happen on roads where
cameras are installed.

· Three fifths of respondents agree that cameras mean that dangerous drivers are now more likely to get caught.

· Nearly three quarters of respondents agree that the primary aim of safety cameras is to save lives.

· Just over a quarter of respondents said they had been caught speeding.

· Over half of respondents thought that safety cameras vans should be highly visible.

Cumbria Safety Camera spokesman Kevin Tea commented: “Some of the results were pleasantly surprising. While 45 per cent of those surveyed said that the use of cameras had made them change the way they drove, this figure rose to 58 per cent in the 16-24 age group, a sector we thought we may not have been getting through to. This age group represents a high proportion of those killed and seriously injured and we need to make them aware of their vulnerability.


“Also, 46 per cent of respondents said their awareness of the dangers of speed had altered in the past 12 months; 60 per cent of those were female and 62 per cent were in the 35-44 age group,” Tea continued.


He also went on to say that attending the recent Cumberland County Show and RoadSafe event at Carlisle racecourse and talking to the members of the public demonstrated the majority of people thought that safety cameras were a good idea.


“Naturally there were people who disagreed with their use but by talking to these individuals and taking on board what they had to say we can strengthen how we operate and try and change people’s misconceptions. However most people who we spoke to were in favour of the work we are doing,“ said Tea.

End 

Note to editors:
CN Research carried out a simple random sample survey of the people of Cumbria. We interviewed 400 respondents who were chosen at random from a telephone book.  CN Research ensured that quotas were apportioned to each age group and gender so that the survey would be representative of Cumbria. 400 responses gives a + or – error of 4.7% at 95% confidence levels. 

Contact: Kevin Tea 01768 217791

