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More Young Drivers Aware Of Dangers Of Speed
Awareness Needs To Be Turned Into Action 
Argues Cumbria Safety Cameras

Despite the continuing fatalities involving young drivers on the county’s roads, there is a growing awareness of the dangers of speeding among youngsters in the 16-24 year old age group.

In a survey carried out for Cumbria Safety Cameras people were asked if their awareness of the dangers of speed had changed in the past 12 months. Nearly half –44 per cent – reported that it had changed. In the 16-24 year old age group, however, this rose to 57 per cent.  

“Although it is pleasing that awareness of the dangers of excessive and inappropriate speed is increasing, we have yet to witness this being put into practice with accidents involving young drivers between 16 and 25 accounting for almost 50 per cent of all fatal accidents in Cumbria between August 2004 and July this year,” commented Cumbria Safety Camera Communications Manager Kevin Tea. 

“We have to transform awareness into action. Young drivers who are usually taught in daylight and on urban roads have no experience on driving at night on Cumbria’s rural roads and at this time of year there is the added hazards of leaves and lying water.”

The survey also asked respondents what group of drivers do you think are the worst for serious injury accidents where people may also have been killed. Eighty eight per cent of those questioned felt that younger drivers were to blame.

There is also a very strong belief that passengers in vehicles have a right to influence driver behaviour.  Ninety five per cent of those questioned in the survey said that passengers have the right to tell drivers to slow down or drive in a more appropriate manner.

“One of the problems is that we have multiple fatalities among youngsters in one car and these could be avoided if one of them just had the courage to speak up and get the driver to behave in a more responsible manner,” added Tea. “By speaking up they can save lives.”

The survey, moreover, highlights that peoples’ driving patterns are changing because of the presence of the safety camera vans. Forty eight per cent across the board said that the cameras had changed the way they drove, with 59 per cent of those respondents in the 25-44 year old age group admitting such a change.

Support for safety cameras within Cumbria is also rising. 

In the June survey, 70 per cent of respondents agreed that cameras were there to encourage drivers to keep to the limits not punish them. In the latest survey this had risen to 82 per cent.

In June 73 per cent of those questioned said that the primary aims of the cameras were to save lives. The latest survey shows this has risen to 80 per cent.
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