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P R E S S    R E L E A S E 
Date issued: July 9 2003

Born Again Bikers More Likely To Die On 
Cumbria's Roads Than Boy Racers
Born again bikers and other mature motorcyclists from the North East and areas south of the county have been involved in more fatal and serious injury accidents on Cumbria's roads in the first six months of 2003 than any other age group.


Putting paid to the myth that young two-wheeled tearaways are more likely to be killed or seriously injured, the statistics supplied to Cumbria Safety Cameras  from Cumbria Constabulary's Traffic Management team show that:


In the 31-40 year old age group, there were three fatalities. nine serious injury and 15 slight injury accidents

In the 41-50 year old age group there was one fatality, 11 serious and 11 slight injury accidents

No drivers between the age of 16 and 30 have been killed, but ten have been seriously injured and 14 slight injuries


In the 51-60 year old age group, there was one fatality, plus three serious and one slight injury accidents

The majority of all accidents involving motorcyclists occurred as drivers lost control while cornering, followed by bikers colliding with oncoming vehicles while overtaking on normal carriageways and also while crossing over double white lines.

Spokesman for the Cumbria Safety Camera initiative, Kevin Tea, commented: "The statistics confirm our fears that riders in their middle ages, who probably last rode slower machines in their youth, are underestimating the speed and power of the new breed of super bikes and paying a heavy price.

"The majority of riders killed and injured are from the North East, Lancashire and Cheshire and who treat some of the most treacherous roads in the county as a race track. How many more deaths and lives ruined must occur until riders treat Cumbria's roads with respect and caution?" Tea asked.
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